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This is not the sermon I had planned.  But it is one that is necessary, given the recent surge
of infections from the delta variant of the coronavirus, striking all over the world.  More
transmissible.  And you get sicker quicker.  Infections in the mid-section of our nation are spiking
out of control.  Even those who have been vaccinated can contract this variant.  Grim news.  I don’t
want to scare you, but we who follow He Who said, “I am the truth” have a high respect for telling
the truth.  And so I want to talk about vaccines.  Even if with this church, that is pretty much
preaching to the choir.  So we will talk facts, and actions anybody can take, and offer hope.

Here’s the problem.  We have a remedy.  They’re not perfect, but most of the COVID-19
vaccines are more than 90% effective for folks with healthy immune systems.  Not perfect, but they
work better than most other vaccines.  So why wouldn’t you get vaccinated?  Well, listen to one
person, interviewed while in the hospital with pneumonia related to his COVID infection.  “Here
I am recovering, getting out of here finally tomorrow.  Am I going to get a vaccine?  No,” [Scott]
Roe said.  “Because there’s too many issues with these vaccines.”  “Before you got sick,” [CBS
News’ lead national correspondent David] Begnaud asked Roe, “if you would have had a chance
to get the vaccine and prevent this, would you have taken the vaccine?”   “No,” Roe said.  “I would
have gone through this, yes sir… Don’t shove it down my throat.  That’s what local, state, federal
administration is trying to do - shove it down your throat.”  “What are they shoving,” Begnaud
asked, “the science?”  “No they’re shoving the fact that that’s their agenda,” Roe said, “their agenda
is to get you vaccinated.”(1)  Now, I know there is nobody in this room today who thinks this way. 
But you might know people who do.  And their resistance to getting vaccinated is the problem. 
That’s why we’re having another surge of infections with the Delta variant, which may not peak
until the end of September.(2)   “More than 97% of people now entering the hospital with Covid-19
are not vaccinated, the director of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said in
mid-July. They include children and young, previously healthy adults.”(3)

So what can we do?  We can meet those objections with the truth.  Here are some common
objections, and fact-based responses, from a report last week from CNN Health:
‘I don’t want to get Covid-19 from the vaccine’
It’s literally impossible to get Covid-19 from any of the vaccines used in the US because none of
them contains even a piece of real coronavirus.
‘We don’t know what the long-term side effects are’
Any adverse side effects from vaccines almost always “show up within the first two weeks, and
certainly by the first two months,” said Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of the Brown University School of
Public Health.  “If there were going to (be) problems ... they would become apparent within two
months of people getting vaccinated,” he said. “That’s what the FDA waited for [last fall].”
‘I’ve already had Covid-19, so I don’t need to be vaccinated’
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Even if you’ve had coronavirus, you should still get vaccinated because the immunity you get from
vaccination will likely be longer or stronger than the immunity you got after getting infected, health
experts say.
When it comes to the two-dose vaccines – those from Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna – people
who’ve already had coronavirus should still get both doses, emergency medicine physician Dr.
Leana Wen said.  It’s not clear how long protection after just one dose might last.  “We also don’t
know how long protection will last after having coronavirus, so you should still be (fully)
vaccinated,” Wen said.
‘It’s none of your business if I don’t get vaccinated’
Refusing the Covid-19 vaccine actually impacts a lot of people – yourself, your loved ones, even
the country as a whole.
“When people say, ‘What do you care? You’re vaccinated. I’m going to choose not to be vaccinated.
You’re vaccinated, so you’re good’” – that makes three false assumptions, [Dr. Paul Offit, director
of the Vaccine Education Center at the Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia] said.  “First of all, the
vaccines aren’t 100% effective.” So even if your friends and family are vaccinated, but you’re not
vaccinated, you can still carry and spread the virus to your loved ones.  Second, it’s a mistake to
think everyone who wants a vaccine can just get one. “Some people are on cancer chemotherapy.
They can’t be vaccinated – they depend on the herd to protect them,” Offit said.  So many of the
most vulnerable Americans are counting on fellow Americans to get vaccinated. “And third, by not
being vaccinated, or being part of a reasonably sized group of people who are choosing not to get
the vaccine, you’re allowing the virus to continue to replicate. When it’s allowed to continue to
replicate, it will create mutations, which could then cause variants that are completely resistant to
the immunity induced by natural infection or immunization.”
‘I’m young and healthy, so I don’t need to get vaccinated’
It’s critical for young, healthy people to get vaccinated, Collins and other doctors say. Here’s why:
Young people can get long-term Covid-19 complications. Young, healthy people have turned into
Covid-19 “long-haulers,” suffering chronic fatigue, chest pain, shortness of breath and brain fog
months after their infection.  “Covid-19 doesn’t have to kill you to wreck your life,” said Dr.
Jonathan Reiner, professor of medicine and surgery at George Washington University.  Also, young
people can be easy transmitters of coronavirus. There have been multiple Covid-19 outbreaks at
youth summer camps.  And with the more contagious Delta variant spreading, hospitals in
less-vaccinated states are seeing more children and teens hospitalized with Covid-19. [Furthermore,]
young adults can actually be victims of their strong immune systems.  Doctors have noticed some
young, previously healthy patients suffer from Covid-19 cytokine storms.  That’s basically when
someone’s immune system overreacts – potentially causing severe inflammation or other serious
symptoms [– in healthy young people, because of their healthy immune system.]
‘These vaccines only have emergency use authorization, not full FDA approval’
It’s true that the Pfizer/BioNTech, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines have emergency use
authorization from the FDA and not full approval yet.  But that’s only because not enough time has
passed to show how long the vaccines stay effective, Offit said.  “Frankly, the only real difference
was in length of follow-up,” he said. “Typically, you like to see efficacy for a year or two years.”
But with Covid-19 vaccines, “you couldn’t do that. You couldn’t do a one- or two- or three-year
study ... because the virus was killing hundreds of thousands of people. So we wanted to get it out
there.”  Offit said the vaccines are reviewed with the same level of scrutiny as they would to get full
approval.
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‘My faith will protect me, so I don’t need to get vaccinated’
“If you believe that God created us in [God’s] image, including being able to think and reason,
we’ve been able to think and reason a lot of these diseases away” thanks to vaccination, Offit said. 
“We don’t die from smallpox anymore. Children aren’t permanently paralyzed by polio anymore
in the United States. It’s a good thing. That’s because God gave us a brain to think and reason with.
So use it.”
‘I might not be able to afford a vaccine’
“It’s all free. The government is paying for this,” Offit said.
We can meet the objections with the truth:  if you want to protect yourself, your friends, your family
and the economy, get vaccinated.  Otherwise, you’ll be part of the problem – not the solution.(4)

In today’s scripture reading, when told there were thousands of  hungry people, Jesus did not
go, “<SNAP!>  Not any more!”  Like Elisha before him, he took what that young kid had – the
resources of human ingenuity and nature – enlisted disciples’ help, and made their not-enough
overabundant.  In the face of this latest surge, we have powerful weapons against the devastation
of COVID-19.  And they are absolutely free:  masks, hand-washing, and vaccinations.  Anybody can
use these weapons.  Yes, we can!
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